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Celebrating MORE of

Rowayton’s Historic Houses
— From a Dzﬁerem‘ﬂng/e —

FOLLOWING THE SUCCESS

of A Storied Past: Rowayton’s Historic
Houses, this year we unveiled the
second part of our exhibit on Roway-
ton’s historic buildings. The popular
show A Change of Plans explored
repurposed structures, spotlighted
historic houses lost to the wrecking
ball or the ravages of nature, and celebrated those that were saved.

One of the stars of the exhibit was the historic Revolutionary War era
Pinkney Barn, saved from demolition in Norfolk, Connecticut in 1976
and rebuilt in Rowayton in 1984 by a team of dedicated volunteers. In
2026, an exciting new chapter awaits the Barn: repair and new exhibits.

Historic Rowayton is working on a new interpretation of the collec-
tions in the historic barn. With hand-hewn posts and beams and other
signs of early craftsmanship and beauty, we consider it to be a major part
of Rowayton’s architectural heritage.

We're planning for displays, lighting, and interpretations exploring
the early farming, trading, industry and transportation that combined to
make this region so special. Objects and artifacts tell stories of local ice
harvesting, the coming of the railroad, trolleys, cars, highways, and early
farming in Rowayton. Boat engines will also be on display, some from the
famous Palmer Engine Company in Cos Cob. And there’s so much more!

We are delighted to share all of this with our community and are so
grateful to the Friends of Norwalk Museums and an anonymous donor
who gave us generous gifts to start our project. In conjunction with these
gifts, we are actively soliciting donations, and any amount will be grate-
fully accepted! We look forward to a really exciting new space which
highlights all the ways Rowayton and the region have grown in scope and

importance through time.

HistoricRowayton.org

FALL 2025

This year’s exhibits have drawn record num-
bers of enthusiastic visitors, including over
150 students learning about their environ-

ment and community.

We rely on the passion, talents, time, and
generosity of our community members—and
every contribution is valuable and appreciat-
ed. Our exhibits, archives, historical research,
educational programs, and school visits to the
Raymond Boathouse—all are the result of the
time and support donated by our members.
Without them, Historic Rowayton wouldn’t

be able to do what we do.

We're looking forward to an exciting holiday
season. In 2026 we will be celebrating our
nation’s 250th birthday in partnership with

other local organizations.

As we move into winter, our work will con-
tinue, and we need your support now more
than ever. Your continued support ensures
that we can continue to enrich our commu-
nity with interesting and relevant program-
ming and events. Please consider your place
in our history. Join us in bringing it to life by
making a donation today and by extending

a heartfelt thanks to our current members,

board, and volunteers.

HISTORIC ROWAYTON
Board of Trustees



A CHANGE OF PLANS:

There are now

200 Plaqued Houses Historic Houses

in Rowayton!

Following the success of the exhibits on historic Re p U rpose d / Su Ve d !

Rowayton structures, there’s been increasing

iffterest on the pard@f :‘ “ | und Gone BUt
‘ Not Forgotten

homeowners who wish
to be more involved in
the process of docu-
menting the history
of their homes. We

are thrilled to add the

historic Pinkney Barn

to the list.

NEWLY PLAQUED
HISTORIC HOMES

Over the last two years, Historic Rowayton
issued 12 historic plaques. In 2025,

these structures received recognition.

The Shoe Shop from Rowayton Avenue, today a writers studio.

ON DIBBLE STREET:
The George Everett House, c. 1908 |

ON ROWAYTON AVENUE:
The Arthur Billard & Carol Sawyer _ c (o - G
Billard House, 1923 -

Revolutionary War Era Barn Moved from

Norfolk, CT, c. 1776




GUEST CURATOR AND ROWAYTON ARTS CENTER
DIRECTOR Andrea Letters organized the second
exhibition centered around Historic Rowayton’s
Historic Plaque Program this year. People whose
house or business in Rowayton is over 75 years old

may apply for a plaque designating their building

o an historic structure. Since the program’s inception,
o : we have had over 200 houses and businesses in
1% ’
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Rowayton join the effort to document the historic

development of our town.

Andrea highlighted the homes and businesses
that are now memories and some of the repurposed structures in town such as Bren-
dan’s 101 and the Rowayton Gardeners’ Potting Shed as well plans for development
that never came to pass. Maps, photographs, blueprints, and artifacts served to en-

hance the histories of these places.

(3} PLEASE DONATE TODAY

HISTORICROWAYTON.ORG




HIGHLIGHTS of 2025

Students and Seniors Dive into Local History

The Raymond Boathouse
Maritime Museum
Continues to Be a
Popular Destination

With Historic Rowayton’s
ongoing commitment to
preserve local history, the
Raymond Boathouse in
Pinkney Park highlights the
stories of the people and
places that have made the
maritime history of Row-
ayton and greater Norwalk
unique. The Boathouse tells

| the story of our fisherman

and their families, mariners,

Native people, and the ecology of Norwalk.

Hilltop Homes

Historic Rowayton and the Rowayton Gardeners hosted a
special lunch and tour of the Pinkney House and Raymond
Boathouse for senior residents of Hilltop Homes. Among the

guests was Lois Froelich who with her husband Lou owned

Rowayton Hardware for many years.

Visitors Enjoy the Historic
Rowayton Campus

Among our school field trip visitors this year, Historic
Rowayton welcomed four classes of second graders from
the Jefferson Marine Science Elementary School in Nor-
walk and four classes of third graders from Rowayton
Elementary School to visit our museums. In the Pinkney
House, the students learned about domestic life 100
years ago and toured a replica of the Dibble Store, as it
looked in the early 1900s. In the Raymond Boathouse,
the classes learned about the ecology of the Five Mile
River, the lives of the indigenous people who lived on its
banks, and Norwalk’s booming oyster industry.

The students were very curious and engaged, asking
lots of questions and recording their impressions—
through words and art—in journals. We anticipate more

class visits this school year.
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CELEBRATING

250

2026 MARKS THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE SIGNING OF THE
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Step into History With Our Year Long Celebration!

Explore the rich heritage of Revolutionary War era Middlesex Parish
(now Rowayton, Darien, and part of Norwalk) through fun and educational

events and activities. Discover the local stories behind this historical milestone.

A number of local organizations are working together to create an exciting

and educational celebration for all ages over the coming year, including:

Historic Rowayton
The Museum of Darien
The Stephen Mather Homestead
Norwalk Historical Society
Lockwood Mathews Mansion
Rowayton Library
Norwalk Library
Darien Library
Daughters of the American Revolution, Norwalk and Darien chapters
The City of Norwalk
The Town of Darien

Please check the Middlesex Parish 250 website middlesexparish250.0rg
to learn more about the celebration and the list of events and activities including a

Revolutionary reenactment, cemetery tours, and of Revolutionary War sites in our area.

(5} PLEASE DONATE TODAY

HISTORICROWAYTON.ORG




F o ' 1 The Historic Rowayton
FWANTED | Chili Cook-Off

* + + YOUR BEST CHILI * * *

ONE OF THE TOWN'S MOST FESTIVE EVENTS returned to Pinkney

Park: the 11th Historic Rowayton Chili Cook-Off, supporting Historic
Rowayton.

In October, chili-lovers thronged to Pinkney Park for Historic
Rowayton’s 12th Annual Chili Cook-Off, where teams competed for
the honor of prizes. The competition was hot, with a wide range
of participants, plenty of cold beer, live music from the Still River
Ramblers, and cornbread from Rowayton Market.
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Congratulations to the winners!

FIRST PLACE: CHILI CHILI BANG BANG
SECOND PLACE: CHILI CHICKS
THIRD PLACE: THE POLISHED EDGE
BEST BUSINESS: DARIEN BUTCHER SHOP

Darien Butcher Shop

"It was so much fun,
cooks are already
signing up

Chili Chicks
for next year!”

PLEASE DONATE TODAY

HISTORICROWAYTON.ORG 16}




Revolving Pop-up Exhibits
Draw in the Crowds

Several exhibits provided a close-up look at
various aspects of local history through cloth-
ing and accessories in historic settings in the
Pinkney House. Curated by our textile archi-
vist Penny Breidenbach Havard, each exhibit
includes textiles and objects from our archives

along with handmade props.

The exhibits included:
Christmas Eve at the Dibbles
Afternoon Tea c. 1890
‘Summering’ 1890s - 1920s
Bake sale at the Dibble Store

Art Blends Beautifully
with History in the Park = *

A popular event offered this year at the Raymond Boathouse was an art work- v ; o What is /v\
shop hosted by artists Denise Minnerly and Lizzy De Vita for a clay-based e S.«} : h ome 2P =

FREE Art Workshop

program centered around home and community. Each participant created a '
-
piece that reflected what home meant to them. The pieces were fired in a kiln “

and then placed around Pinkney Park. How many can you find?

doin Norwalk-based visual
artists Denise Minnerly
and Lizzy Ue Vita for a
clay-based community art
workahop reflecting on
home and belonging

This workahep is FREE
but space is imited and
firet-como-first-served

AGES 7 to 107 WELCOME!
SUNDAY, APRIL 27th SCAN TO
2-4PM REGISTER NOW
Historic Rowayton

Norwak, CT 06853

PRESENTED IN
COLLADORATION WITH

(B 1115 TORN
@ HOWAY TON
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TREASURES
IN THE ARCHIVES

Historic Rowayton has a rich and colorful archive
of objects, textiles, photographs, and primary and
secondary source documents. Over the past year, our
curatorial team has been reorganizing our archives,
documenting and photographing each item, and
then storing them in archival boxes to ensure that

they are preserved for future generations.

Among the treasures we have unearthed is a vintage
photograph of the Finishing Room at the American
Hat Company at 25 Grand Street in Norwalk. The

company manufactured silk ribbons and felt hats.

PLEASE DONATE TODAY

HISTORICROWAYTON.ORG
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The old factory today following conversion into private residences.
Originally built as a hat factory in 1903, this architectural land-
mark is listed on the National Register of Historic Places of the City
of Norwalk.

Brendan McGee doing his
thing
Gas pump from the
Farrel] estate Rockledge
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William and Gertie Dibble Pinkney



IN MEMORIAM

Rowayton has always attracted artists and creative people of all types. We are
Jfortunate here at Historic Rowayton to have some of the most gifted people
in our community working with us. Their creative drive has encouraged
news ways of thinking and interpreting history and the stories we tell abour

our community. This year, we have lost two of our talented contributors.

BRIAN KAMMERER

Brian’s creative energy was boundless. He was prob-
ably best known for his annual train show at the
Pinkney House featuring a miniature of the village
of Rowayton. In the Raymond Boathouse, Brian

painted the mural depicting the flora and fauna

above and below the Five Mile River, the spectacular
ecological dioramas in the vitrines, and the background map for the Woods
Model Boat Collection.

A miniaturist, a Civil War buff, and an advertising artist, Brian’s experi-
ences combined in making him one of the most fascinating talents. At the
age of nine, Brian’s aunt took him on a visit to Gettysburg Battlefield where
he took one look at the Cyclorama and was on his way to a lifetime in the
world of miniatures. In college, he majored in art, film, and history. For his
senior thesis, Brian produced a film with miniatures depicting the battles
of Antietam and Gettysburg. After college, he moved into advertising and
for the next 38 years commuted from New Canaan, Westport, and most
recently Rowayton into the City. He and his wife Glenda have two adult
children and four grandchildren.

Brian’s creation of twelve miniature stone barns using Eric Sloan’s study

as inspiration was featured in an exhibition at the Museum of American

Folk Art. That led to a season of window displays at Cartier on Fifth Avenue.

In 2005, he was awarded best film at the Dixie Film Festival for his feature

length 7he Other Great Locomotive Chase about a Civil War train abduction...

all done in miniature.

For many years, Brian
was the manager of the
Rowayton Farmers Mar-
ket. His low-key style was
much appreciated by ven-
dors and customers alike,
and he made the market a
huge success.

Brian’s artistic and

practical commitment to

Historic Rowayton was invaluable and one we cherish and deeply appreciate.

We will miss him dearly.

{9}

RICK PANK

Photographer Rick
Pank and his wife and
assistant Brenda cre-

ated one of the most

valuable collections
at Historic Rowayton. Scores of beautiful black and white
images of houses, whether long-gone, transformed, or still
standing, untouched.

Rick graduated from Wesleyan College and held a
law degree from New York University. Brenda graduated
from Cornell School of Nursing. They married in 1962
and raised their two sons in Rowayton. In the early 1990s,
Jeanne Bender, a board member of the Historical Society,
asked both Rick and Tom Hammang (who moved away
in the early 2000s) to volunteer to photograph the historic
houses she was recording. Jim Marquardt and Paul Veeder
also contributed
photographs.

Both gladly
volunteered and
quickly became
devoted to the

historic process

and potential of
photographing the
houses for posterity. Rick and Brenda formed a team to take
the best photos possible. They visited each house several
times to asses the best lighting advantage and angle. Brenda
then did some minor “staging”, such as moving garbage cans
out of view and making sure
the historic plaque is in full
view when photographed.
RicKk’s vision contrib-
uted something more...the
extraordinary beauty, tone,
and composition of his work

has made the archive both a

historic and artistic achieve-
ment that has no other parallel in our collections. Rick said
he had been influenced by the photography of Tom Ang
and, if he thought about it, preferred winter scenes above
all. He exhibited his work most notably at the Rowayton
Arts Center.



NEWS FROM
The Pinkney Memorial Garden

The garden continues to thrive, in large part due to Pamela Proctor who
spends part of each day tending to it. The garden was conceived of in 1996
and has been enjoyed by
scores of people every year
since. The vintage fencing
that surrounds the garden
was part of the Rowayton
Train Station. Historic
Rowayton manages the gar-
den and pays for its upkeep,
and the Rowayton Gardeners
now oversee it with Pamela
at the helm. Butterflies and

bees abound.

A special present for that
Rowayton person on your list

Rowayton Library, a history of the Library, along with Historic
Rowayton, an illustrated history of Rowayton’s historic homes
and sites, and Rowayton on the half-shell, are available for sale
at Seaside Delights Gift Shop in Pinkney Park as well as at
Rowayton Library.

ROWAY TON LIBRARY
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THE place to shop!
Seaside Delights

Looking for something new and different
to give as a hostess gift or birthday pres-
ent? Seaside Delights, our award-win-
ning gift shop in Pinkney Park, is filled
with creative gift ideas, Rowayton-wear,
fisherman’s finds, and plenty of new
items perfect for the holidays...be sure
to stop in! The shop is open from 11
until 3 pm Tuesday through Saturday
through the holiday season. You can also
order by email at seasidedelights@gmail.

com and pick up your items at the store.

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
This newsletter is the only
solicitation you will receive

from Historic Rowayton, and
we count on our community’s

support. Please return your

membership in the enclosed

envelope or donate on our
website:

HistoricRowayton.org




NEW ADDITIONS

to the
Historie Rowayton Collection

Among the gifts to the museum this year
was a very special donation of vintage
photographs of Rowayton by a
member of the Ladrigan family.
Pictured here are Edna Ladrigan
Lockwood and her brother Jim

on Hunt Street in 1904.

Ladrigan’s Livery Stable in 1904: Edward Ladrigan, his wife Edna
Mae, son Eddie on the horse, daughter aged 4 in the wagon, daughter
Edna Mae in 1904

The Ladrigan family ran their livery stable right across from

the Rowayton Train Depot. Edward J. Ladrigan, Sr. or Captain
Edward Smith would bring someone to or from the station for a
small fee. According to nearby neighbor Arthur Billard, “The
barn was located on the south side of the driveway close to the
railroad track and several surreys with fringe on top used to pick
up commuters from Bell Island, Five Mile River Road, and
Tokeneke. The stable was operated by Edward “Eddie” Ladrigan
who was also the local constable. He had only one arm and was
famous for the way he could pick up tramps and take them to
the lock up in Norwalk.”

“Eddie” and Captain Smith would also deliver groceries around
town in their wagons. Worthy of front-page coverage in 7he
Norwalk Hour on May 10, 1912, Eddie was the subject of local

notoriety when he captured an armed hobo named John Wayne

{11}

who had escaped from the authorities in East Norwalk still
in handcuffs and was wandering the streets of Rowayton with

his gun.

Before they purchased their own horse-drawn wagon in 1910,
Rowayton Hose Company (today Rowayton Fire Depart-

ment) would borrow Eddie’s.

Another donation gem is this WW II era women’s wool
business suit, purchased at I Magnin by Jean
Parker Ackley, who was a fashion model working

at the store in San Francisco.

The jacket is severely tailored, single breasted,
and thigh length with a flare from the waist to
the hem. The buttons are self-covered. It is paired
with a pencil skirt. The
blouse is white cotton
eyelet and a simple double
strand of pearls completes

the ensemble.

This clothing clearly
illustrates wartime civilian
fashion during which time,
the best wool cloth went

towards making uniforms.

This suit is a ‘no frills’ look and
the wool fabric is not of the

best quality.

The suit was donated by Mr. &
Mrs. Parker Ackley in memory
of Mr. Ackley’s mother.

WW II era womans suit

Jim Flora tin

PLEASE DONATE TODAY

HISTORICROWAYTON.ORG
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Coming Events

HISTORIC ROWAYTON
HOLIDAY BAZAAR

Saturday, November 29th 12 - 5pm
Sunday, November 30th 12 - S5pm
(different vendors every day!)

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

= 11729 11/30 =

PINKMNEY PARK

T

Find that perfect holiday gift for everyone on your list:

Ornaments, unique Rowayton gifts, children’s clothing and acces-
sories, jewelry, placemats, napkins, and runners, seaside ornaments,
and candles for every room in the house. And more! Admission: $1
per person to support the renovation of the historic Pinkney Barn.

HISTORIC ROWAYTON HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE,
TRAIN SHOW, AND LIGHT SHOW SPECTACULAR!

Saturday, November 29th 2-4pm | Sunday, November 30th 2-4pm

Admission: $5. No charge for members.

Brand new this year, join us for a
spectacular light show produced by
Jamie Barnes in Pinkney Park from
4-5 pm Saturday and Sunday!

h— @Wf\\, U
MUSICAL FESTIVAL of LIGHTS

5 THE ROWAYTON MINIATURE TRANN SHOW

And more exciting news: Brian
Kammerer’s always popular model
train show featuring Rowayton in
miniature is back...better than ever!

Thanks to a team of volunteers
working diligently behind the scenes,
the train show will open on
Saturday November 29th!

2026 will bring a range of
programming including: the
celebration of our nation’s
250th birthday, reopening of
the historic Pinkney Barn exhibits, new exhibits, pop-
ups, lectures, story times for children, and events like
the Chili Cook-Off, Holiday Bazaar, and Open House
and Train Show. Please check our website for details,
and if you are not already on our email list, please
ask to join to be kept up to date on all our events.

historicrowayton@gmail.com

An American
Girl Tea
Sunday, June 14th
2pm

On the back lawn
of Pinkney House

Bring your doll or
favorite stuffed animal
and join us for stories and crafts by the gazebo.

This newsletter is the only solicitation you will receive from Historic Rowayton.

Your support makes it possible for us to preserve local history.

Please return your membership in the enclosed envelope or donate on our website

HistoricRowayton.org




